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a Hiſtory of W 
0 any Hiſtories 6f England have already ap- 
peared, that the editor of this performance finds 
it abſolutely neceſſary to make the public ac- 
quainted with the motives which have induced him to 
Uſher into the world, another work on the ſame ſubject. 

The author does not pretend to have diſcovered any 
authentic records which have eſcaped the notice of 
other hiſtorians; or to have thrown ſuch lights upon 
particular facts, as muſt alter the received opinions of 
mankind, touching the material circumſtances of the 
narration. His aim is to retrench the ſuperfluities of 

his predeceſſors, and to preſent the Public with a ſue- 
einct, candid, and complete Hiſtory of our own cbun · 

try, Which will be more eaſy in the purchaſe, more 
agreeable in the peruſal, and leſs burthenſome to the 
memory, than any work of the ſame nature, produced 
in theſe kingdoms. 

By the enormous bulk and prolixity of every other 
Engliſh hiſtory that ſtands in any degree of reputation, 
many a reader has been deterred from learning what 
every perſon ought to know, and even totally diſcou- 

raged from engaging in the moſt entertaining and 
uſeful of all rational inquiries. 

The author has avoided all uſeleſs difquiſi. ions, 
which ſerve only to ſwell the ſize of the volume, in- 
terrupt the thread of the narrative, and perplex the 
. His purpoſe was to compile an hiſtory, not 
Sp. cor poſe a diſſertation. | 
FT He has waved all remarks of his own, except ſuch 
I [ned abſolutely neceſſary, that he might not = 

Fs 3 cum * 


N r * 6 x . 
( 2 ) : 7 


cumber the page, and diſguſt the reader, by anticipat- 


ing his reflection, and foreſtalling his judgment. 
He has forbore to record foreign. incidents in which 


England has no immediate concern; as the deſign is 


not to publiſh the annals of Europe, but the tranſ- 
actions of one people. Neither has he literally tran - 
ſcribed every treaty of alliance, and each ſingle de- 
cree of parliament, ſo as to form a monſtrous medley 
of the higheſt enterprizes of power, and the lowhieft 


precautions of civil oeconomy. Such a work would 


be a dry, tedious, fatiguing collection of public acts 
and ſtatutes, | rather than a well connected detail of 
hiſtorical events. 8 

He has been upon his guard againſt that affectation 
of ſingularity, which is ſo apt to betray an author into 


a labyrinth of vague conjectures, through which the 


truth often vaniſhes from his reſearches. 


He values himſelf upon being entirely free of all 


national jealouſy and prejudice; and altogether uninflu- 


enced by that illiberal partiality which has diſgraced the, 
works of many Engliſh hiſtorians. He 1s ſoured by: 


no controverſy in religion: he is inflamed by no fac-. 


tion in politics. Truth is the object of his enquiry; 
and candid information the ſcope of his labour. 
He pretends to communicate 'a ſummary idea of 


the antient inhabitants of this iſland, as deſcribed by 
Greek and Latin authors, the only ſources from which 


we can draw any certain intelligence concerning the 
original poſſeſſors of Britain. n 


greſs of the Roman arms in England under ſucceſſive 


emperors, the formation of the province, their im- 


Provements of the civil policy of the country, the gra- 
dual declenſion of their power, and their final retreat 


to the continent; he proceeds to deſcribe the fir 
dawnings of the Chriftian faith in Britain; the arrival, 


ſettlement, character, and genius of the Saxon adven- 
g : | 5 turers: 


After a diſtinct detail of Cæſar's deſcent, the pro- | 


aer: dhe iſe and. progreſs, of Our. N 
church and. e Nes the change it underwent. As NOM 


| hiſtorians,. to e. his maſk _— he refers. in- gl margin. 
He delingates:the. cl charactets of princes; from the uni- 
form tenour of their public conduct, compared with 
ſtriking paſſages in private life, which often exhibit 
the real, naked picture, uncloaked with reſerve, undiſ- 
guiſed by formality, or diſſimulation. 

He records every remarkable improvement in arts 
and ſciences, which the world has owed toithe natives 
of this Kingdom. 

He exhibits a ſeparate view of eccleſiaſtical affairs; | 
digefted into diſtinct periods, from the firſt prongs Nd 
of Chriſtianity in Britain, to ce lateſt regulations o | 
church-goyernment..- | 
He has endeavoured to write in a clear, ſuccinct, | 
ner vous ſtile ; to arrange his materials with accuracy — 

and preciſion; to expatiate on the moſt intereſting 
circumſtances; and to entertain the 1 imagination, while 
he informs the underſtanding. 

In order to aſſiſt the memory, and ſupply proper by, 
pauſes for the attention, he has planned the work into 
a certain number of books or parts, each comprehend- 
ing the tranſactions of one important period; and theſe: 
are ſubdivided into chapters, furniſhed with - titular; 
contents, that diſtinguiſl n every Individual. h or 

paragrapn. 

The chronology 1 is aſcertained from year to year, on 
the margin. 

All obſcure” alluſions are explained in notes at the 
botrom of the page; rogether with the genealogical 
veduction of every prince” $ poſterity and marriages, 
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dates; 2 dey tho! tending to elucidate” the fit 
a 5 vVvould, if inſerted in the context, diſunite the chain o 
ineicents, and ſpoil the yniforn 8 4 of the execiition.. 

On the whole, this Work is formed upon à plan 
Fa Abich was the reſult of the moſt mature deliberation4' 
and has one advantage over All other Hiſtories of Eng- 
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el Gorge ! 28 beladen dt # = ® 
Ditto 5 volumes, folio, 4 3838 
| Guthris, continued by Ralp to the death bf William I 333 
5 Wlaes folio... + . 1 
7 Tins ending. at the Year 1654, 4 volumes, f 
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